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FIRST PEOPLES' ASSEMBLY OF VICTORIA AND THE STATE OF VICTORIA

The place we now call Victoria holds the oldest living cultures on Earth - a truth that
belongs to all Viotorians and a legacy to uphold with pride. Victoria today is shared
by many cultures, each adding to the richness of its story. One of Victoria's greatest
strengths is its courage to face the truth - to listen with open hearts, and to move
forward with honesty.

Yet the relationship between First Peoples and the State of Victoria has been profoundly
shaped by colonisation and its enduring harm. Our shared history bears the weight

of injustice, dispossession, disruption of Country and acts that sought to erase

First Peoples and silence oultures. The Yoorrook Justice Commiission revealed how
deeply this pain and trauma runs - and how it continues to shape lives, families,

and communities today.

We stand together committed to a better future - one that is just, fair, and equitable,
and honours the rightful place of First Peoples.

Treaty is how we make that future possible.

This Statewide Treaty marks a moment of truth and courage. It brings together the

First Peoples of these lands and waters - through the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria
- and the State of Victoria on behalf of all Victorians, to forge a renewed and enduring
relationship built on respect, trust, accountability and integrity. It invites every Victorian
- no matter their background or how long they've called this place home - to be part
of a shared future grounded in justice, understanding and unity.

This Statewide Treaty honours the unbroken relationship of First Peoples to Country,
and to Aboriginal Lore, Law and Cultural Authority. These obligations have been carried
faithfully since the first sunrise. The ancient stories of these lands, waters, skies

and stars still speak to those willing to listen - and the more we come to know them,
the better we can care for Country together.

Treaty is an opportunity tolisten, to learn, and to affirm the rightful place of First Peoples
as decision-makers of their own futures, on their own Country. It recognises the need
for meaningful change - enabling self-determination to flourish, for the good of all

The First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria, as the elected representative body for
First Peoples, carries forward the collective strength of First Peoples’ communities
and nations. The Elders and Ancestors who came before us lit the fires that guide
First Peoples still - this Treaty for the generations affirms the enduring presence and
rights of First Peoples - a flame that will never be extinguished.

The State of Victoria enters this Treaty to reckon with the past, to create lasting change,
and to build a stronger, fairer future for everyone lucky enough to find belongingin

this land. This is a place of ideas and energy - a state alive with oulture, creativity, and
difference - where people come not just to live, but to belong. Itis only in a place like this,
bold enough to face hard truths and generous enough to imagine something better,

that the words of this Treaty could be scribed.

This Statewide Treaty marks a new beginning - an invitation to walk forward together,
guided by truth, integrity and determination.

Through Treaty, we build a better future for all.
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VICTORIA'S FIRST STATEWIDE TREATY

READ THE TREATY

Victoria’s Statewide Treaty was agreed between EXPLAINER

the State of Victoria and the First Peoples’ Assembly
of Victoria in 2025.

Scan the QR code or visit:
gellungwarl.org/treaty

Victoria’'s Statewide Treaty is the first treaty between First Peoples and
the State of Victoria, and Australia’s first Treaty. It marks the beginning

of a renewed relationship between First Peoples and the State, grounded

in respect, transparency and equal partnership.

The Statewide Treaty establishes Gellung Warl, the new First Peoples'
representative body made up of democratically elected Traditional Owners

from across Victoria. The Statewide Treaty Preamble Marker is a visual
representation of Victoria’s first Treaty, and extends an invitation to all
Victorians to walk forward together into the Treaty era. Organisations

can choose to display the Statewide Treaty Preamble Marker by following
the below guidelines. These guidelines were co-designed by the Victorian
Government and Gellung Warl, as required under the Statewide Treaty.



ARTWORK STORIES

The Statewide Treaty Preambile is bordered by artwork drawn from five different pieces of art by five Victorian First
Peoples. Each artwork reflects a region of Victoria: Metropolitan, South East, South West, North East and North West.
The artworks bring together the themes of strength in unity, the resilience of First Peoples, ceremony cleansing the past
to welcome the new, and the interconnection of Country and culture, to reflect and celebrate the path to Treaty.

Metro
by Stacey Edwards (Taungurung, Boon Wurrung)

The geometric design of the diamonds was traditionally used by the Kulin nations. This is
a contemporary spin on the diamonds. Blue represents the waterways whilst burnt orange
represents the land. The mana gum leaves represent ceremony and healing. The smoking
ceremony cleanses the past and welcomes the new. The mana gum blossom depicts self-
determination, resilience and strength.

North East
by John Patten (Yorta Yorta (Dhulinyagan), Dhudhuroa, Bundjalung)

Treaty Giants celebrates our Old People - our Elders who have sacrificed so much, in order
for us to be where we are now.

North West - Dindi Thanggi: River Country
by Jade Kennedy (Tatti-Tatti and Mutti-Mutti)

The Murray River is our life source, and important part of our future. It's sustained the land, the
trees, the vegetation and all the creatures within the river and the lakes and the lagoons. The
water ways lead to the corroboree grounds. Gathering the natural resources, the nutrients, that
all flow from the Murray River.

South West
by Kiewa Austin-Rioli (Gunditjmara)

The artwork highlights the strength our people when we unite as one. This journey is our long
journey towards Treaty. This artwork represents our ancestors who came before us and had
to fight, they are still watching over, protecting and supporting our mob always.

South East - Ngetal Narmung - Ngetal Wurruk (My veins - My Country)
by Njarala Paton (Monero Ngario, Gunai, Gunditjmara)

My artwork reflects how | see, experience and connect to my Country as a young person.

It comes through the little things: the details of Country in the leaves, the movement of the

river, the patterns in the tree bark, and then the way water moves slowly over rocks in a stream.
I think about the sound of rain — how it sounds and how | feel it from the soft touch of mist to
large heavy drops pelting on the roof. The feathers, tiny animal tracks in the bush, their patterns
through the sand and the way wind moves through the trees.



HOW TO DISPLAY
THE STATEWIDE TREATY
PREAMBLE MARKER
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STATEWIDE TREATY

FIRST PEOPLES' ASSEMBLY OF VICTORIA AND THE STATE OF VICTORIA

Print in colour at a minimum size of A3

to ensure the text is legible.

A3+ If possible, frame the print to protect it. Replace the
Statewide Treaty Preamble Marker if it becomes
damaged as soon as is practicable.

.- Display in a location and way that makes it accessible
to most people using your office space or building,
for example a building foyer.

Q Hang in a public space at eye-level.

Scan the QR code to learn more.

If people have questions about the Statewide Treaty
Preamble, direct them to scan the QR code on the info
sheet attached, which will take them to a Treaty Explainer.
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